
  REPORTING VERBS PATTERNS / GERUNDS AND INFINITIVES 

1 
          Rep. Verb + (that) 

clause 

2 
Rep. Verb + personal 
object+ (that) clause 

3 
Rep. Verb + (that) 
clause + (should) 

4 
Rep. Verb + (not)  

to infinitive 
(no personal object) 

5 
Rep. Verb + personal object 
(not) + to infinitive 

6 
Rep. Verb + (preposition)+-ing 

7 
Rep. Verb + personal 
object + preposition + 

ing 

think 
explain 
say 
realize 
complain 
realise 
remember 
reply 
 
threaten 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
admit he admitted that 

he had lost his keys 

 
promise he promised 

that he would try again. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
remember remember 
that tomorrow we must 
go to the doctor 
forget don’t forget that 

tomorrow we must go to 
the doctor 

 

tell 
He told me that I was lying 

remind They reminded us 

that we had to be there at 5. 

 
warn She warned me that 

aI was going to meke a 
misteke 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
recommend I 
recommend that you go to 
that restaurant 
 
 
promise she promised me 
that her parents would stop 
criticising me. 
 

 

 
suggest he suggested that 
I work 8p98hard. 

 

insist 
demand 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
recommend I 
recommended that he 
should see a lawyer 

 

 

 

agree he agreed that 

they should start the 

negotiations ASAP. 

suggest he 
suggested that they 
should go to the zoo 

 

decide 
refuse 
intend 
offer 
threaten 
pretend  
claim 
arrange 
demand 
threaten 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
promise They promised 

to visit us next month 

agree they agreed to 

meet again soon 

 
 
regret I regret to inform 

you that the flight has 
been cancelled 

 
remember to make 

your bed 

forget: don’t forget to 

switch off the lights 
stop at the supermarket 
to buy some food 

tell 
He told me to stop crying 

remind They reminded us to be 

there at 5. 
teach 
warn She warned me to stop 

getting into trouble 
allow 
advise 
beg 
ask 
invite 
order 
persuaade 
encourage 
advise 
force 
urge 
recommend he recommended 

me to be early at home 

 
 
 

apologise for 
insist on 
worry about 
confess (to) 
look forward to 
get/be used to 
look forward to 
rely on 
complain about 
imagine 
deny 
admit 
consider 
involve 
miss 
avoid 
continue 
recommend he recommended 

visiting the cathedral 

admit (to) he admitted (to) losing 
his keys 

 
 
 
agree on they agreed on sharing 

the trip expenses 
 
suggest he suggested going to the 

zoo 

regret I regret telling him a lie. 

 
 
remember I remember travelling 

to London for the first time 

forget He’ll never forget meeting 

Julia that day 

stop smoking or you will have lung 

cancer 

blame sb for sth 

accuse sb of sth 

remind sb of sth 

discourage sb from 

congratulate sb on 

prevent sb/sth from 

criticise sb for sth 

forgive sb for  


